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The reason for the enormous delay in my telegrams could
only lie with the censorship, which did not function in Vienna,
but only in Budapest. It was no great blow for me to get
notice, for my main job was the editorship of my review, but
it wounded my amour-propre as a journalist. Though in my
opinion Keen was perfectly right, since telegrams arriving
so late were pure waste of money, on the other hand, owing
to the high-handedness of the censor, a circumstance beyond
my control, I had not had a fair chance to show what I
could do.
My first move was to visit the censor and demand an
explanation. It turned out that dozens of telegrams, mine
among them, were first 'collected5 after being censored, then
taken to the telegraph department of the General Post Office
by the orderlies of the Allied Mission. And I had been assured
that Press telegrams were always forwarded immediately!
It was a bit thick. I protested vigorously, declared that I
would in future cut out the censor, no matter what happened
to me, and finally got them to tell off a special orderly who,
as soon as my telegrams were censored, would take them to
the telegraph operator under my own eyes.
Then I determined not to 'stay fired', I wrote to Keen
explaining the situation and proposing to give up my retainer
and bonuses until further notice; I would be satisfied with
the reimbursement of my cash outlay. He would then in the
course of time be able to judge whether I was worth money
or not. Keen accepted the proposal from the unknown
Budapest journalist in a kind and comprehending letter.
A week later, on the morning of March soth 1919,
Lieutenant-Colonel Vix, head of the Entente Mission, paid
a visit to Count Michael Karolyi, President of Hungary,
and handed him a note from the Supreme Council in Paris,
which had reached Vix by way of the French commander
in Belgrade. This document established a new *line of
demarcation'. The new line ran several hundred miles
within the former one and roughly coincided with the later